
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have just completed week 4 of Lockdown Learning.  Although with the Government 

announcement this week there may be light at the end of the tunnel with schools possibly returning 

sometime in March.   However, we have to be mindful this all may change! 

 

This week I took time to read all of the student surveys.  It is very clear that our students are missing 

the school environment and being with their friends.  I hope we continue to follow the lockdown 

guidance which will help drive down the ‘R’ rate, take pressure of the NHS and ultimately allow us 

to return to some form of normality.  Also featured in the survey was this question:  

If you could have any superpower what would it be and why? 

I was incredibly humbled by so many responses from our young people who want the power of 

finding a cure for COVID to enable them to help people suffering from this terrible virus.  Our 

students are indeed empathetic and truly want to make a difference to our world.  I just wish that 

this superpower was indeed in existence as once again this week the NBS community has been hit 

with tragedy with some of our close relatives dying of COVID.   Please keep these families in your 

thoughts and prayers during this sad and difficult time.  On the next page there is an invitation for 

us as community to pray collectively at 7pm on Saturday 30th January.   

I hope this will give our suffering families some solace that we thinking about them and their loved 

ones who we hope and pray are now resting in peace.  

 

God Bless and Stay Safe 

 

Declan Linnane 

ISSUE 2: 29/01/2021 



 

  

Following this week’s very sad announcement that the number of people in the UK who have died 
from Coronavirus now exceeds 100,000, we would very much like to come together in prayer as a 
school and faith community to remember all those who have died and their grieving families. 
 
We would like to invite you to unite in prayer with us on SATURDAY 30TH January 2021, at 7pm by 
lighting a candle and gathering as a family to say this prayer: 
 

Dear Father, 

We place ourselves in your presence as we remember in prayer all those who have died 
from Coronavirus.  May you grant them eternal rest, may your light shine upon them and 
may they rest in peace.   

We also pray for their families who are grieving at this time. 

We ask that you bring them comfort, healing and strength.   

Give them your hope and help them to face every day with you by their side.  

Calm their fears, hold them in your love and surround them with your peace.  

  

 Amen   
 

 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In recent years Pope Francis has repeatedly used four verbs encouraging positive and direct action in 
relation to migrants and refugees, ‘Welcome, Protect, Promote and Integrate’.  

These same words are essential to advancing the cause of racial justice. None can be omitted, it is as 
necessary to have plans to Promote and Integrate as it is to Welcome.  

Columbians in Britain have also launched their school’s media competition.  
This year the theme is ‘Let's Create A World Without Racism’ and is open to students aged 14-18 
years old. The competition is open for writing and image entries until 20 February 2021 and winners 
will be announced on 15 March 2021.  There is a Cash prize!! 
 

 

This Sunday marks Racial Justice Sunday. It is more 
important than ever.  The effects of the Coronavirus 
pandemic, the killing of George Floyd, and the powerful 
message on fraternity and equality by Pope Francis 
in Fratelli Tutti, speak of the need to actively oppose 
racism and pursue racial justice with renewed vigour. 
The theme is ‘A Time to Act ‘.  Racial issues and 
inequalities were identified nationally and 
internationally in 2020 generating awareness, emotion 
and outrage.  
In light of this, Racial Justice Sunday 2021 is particularly 
significant. Action is needed to further the cause of 
racial justice but what can we do?  
 

 

 

 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-pope/pope-francis/fratelli-tutti/encyclical-letter-fratelli-tutti/


 

 
 

As a community we marked the 76th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz with two events. 

  

Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils took part in the National Holocaust Educational Trust live webcast led by a 

survivor of the Holocaust, Eve Kugler.  

 

 
 

Eve was born in 1933 and lived through the Holocaust as a child. She shared her moving account of 

her experiences as one of the last of the generation that can give witness to the tragic events that she 

suffered at Buchenwald Concentration Camp.  

 

Pupils and staff also led a short service of remembrance and reflection on Wednesday morning for the 

whole school community. We focused on messages for our time about hope and perseverance in the 

face of tragedy as well as the importance of remaining vigilant to make sure that we spot and resist the 

beginnings of genocide.  

 

A message that echoed Pope Francis’ message for the world on Wednesday when reminded us of the 

importance of commemoration:  

 

 

 
 

 

 
Remembering is an expression of humanity, remembering is 

a condition for a better future of peace and fraternity, 

remembering also means being careful because these things 

could happen again.” 
 

Pope Francis 27 January 2021 



 

  

 
 

 

A day for the whole community to get out from behind our computer 
screens and into some seriously creative activities! 
 
Students will register with their tutor groups as normal, and then 
select the activity, or activities they would like to do. Full details and 
links will be on the website – each activity is introduced by a brief two-
minute explanatory video and then it’s time to SWITCH OFF the 
computer and GET CREATIVE!
  
Students should upload their favourite pieces of work to their tutor 
group stream, where there will be House Points awarded for effort, 
enthusiasm and excellence! Work should be uploaded by 2pm, to 
allow students to enjoy some extra and much deserved free time. 
 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Just one week until Law in Action ONLINE 
 

Do your students know the difference between a solicitor and a barrister? What specialisms are 

available within the field of Law? Or how to make the law a career that's more than just a job? 

 

Three inspiring talks, plus all these questions and more can be posed directly to our team of 

lawyers at Law in Action, a half-day event for Year 10-13 students considering a career in the 

legal profession. Streaming live to students' homes or to the classroom, our speakers will talk 

about what drew them to their fields, and offer expert advice to the next generation of lawyers. 

 

With three inspiring talks and an "I'm a lawyer, ask me anything" panel session, this brand-

new event is not to be missed. 
  

CLICK HERE 

CAREERS NOW… 

Apprenticeships explained with Bloomberg 

February 2nd 2021 - 5:30pm - 6:30pm  

Apprenticeships can be a little confusing. 
How do you know what is the best path for your child to take? Is Higher Education superior to an Apprenticeship? 
What subjects can you study as an apprentice? How long does an apprenticeship last? Can my child gain full-time 
employment after their apprenticeship? 

We are hoping to answer these questions through an information session and panel event. You will hear from current 
and former apprentices as well as members of the management team at Bloomberg. We want to give honest 
information to help you give advice to your child and make informed decisions about their options. 
You can also find out more about the apprenticeships on offer at Bloomberg, how we plan to navigate a tricky year 
with examinations being cancelled and how we hire apprentices. 

Everyone is welcome at this event as it is an information session, but it is designed for parents or caregivers for school 
children 

CLICK HERE 

 

 

https://thetrainingpartnership.org.uk/study-day/law-in-action-4-02-2021/?utm_source=Master+List&utm_campaign=3c55489713-Law+Jan+28th27%2F1%2F21+1%3A21+PM&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_22c5fbccac-3c55489713-284798261
https://bloomberg.recsolu.com/external/events/HSbNzHnUBJSMQ9B1uca2YQ


 

 

 

  

STEM & Medical Sciences Work Experience 

Ages 12-18 | 'Live Online' or In-Person at UCL 

Hands-on, immersive career experiences now available in 8 STEM-related industries. 

Register now for a unique opportunity to work alongside experienced engineers, doctors, 

psychologists, vets and others this term. Students can choose to attend 'Live Online' before Easter 

or in-person later in April. Our in-person events have strict COVID measures in place. 

 

CLICK HERE 
 

 

Each week we are acknowledging the fine efforts 
of our students during this difficult time. 

They have been identified as ‘NBS Lockdown 
Legends!’ 

Congratulations for all your hard work whilst 
working at home. 

Please click on the other document in this 
ParentMail for the names of these legends. 

https://investin.org/pages/stem?mc_cid=07eafa7e0a&mc_eid=935ff19f45


 

 

  

This week’s Lockdown Learning Challenge was quite difficult as 

our students were encouraged to draw still life.  Thank you very 

much for all the entries.   

The winner artist as chosen by Mr Linnane is Evie Kiff - 7B 

winning 50 House points!  All other artists featured on these 

pages are runners up and are awarded 25 House points each.   

Congratulations to all of the finalists!  

Mary Coates 7M 

Alexander Guiguis 8S 

Anjela Ayala 8S 

Danielus Sirvys 7J 



 

 

Megan McGuire  

Joshua Schofield 7B  

Evie Kiff 7B  

Holly Babister 7J 

Evie Smith 7J  

Next weeks challenge 
is… 

Think of someone who 
you would like to be kind 
to. Think about what you 
will do and the impact it 

will have on another 
person. 

 

Try to capture this 
random act of kindness.  
More information will be 

available in Monday’s 
registration. 



 

7J 

 

 

SPORTS CAMPS  
 

We would like to make you aware of some sporting camp opportunities that we hope are going to 
run throughout Easter, facilitated by Herts Academy Coaching lead by Miss Griffiths (PE Teacher and 
Head of Netball at STAHS).  
 
These camps will create ways for your daughter to take part in some valuable sporting activity. This is 
great for not only their physical ability but also their health and well-being too.  
 
We are all very optimistic that these camps should be able to run and young children can get 
outdoors and enjoy sport again. Depending on the situation, we have contingency plans in place if 
they need to be postponed or must be cancelled.   All government guidelines will be followed with 
regards to group sizes, coaches and health and safety precautions. The camps that were ran in 
similar circumstances last summer were very successful. 
 
We will know more in the coming weeks. However, if you are interested in signing your daughter up 
for the camps please use the links below.  
 
Netball Camps  
Monday 29th March - Thursday 1st April  
9am - 4pm  
STAHS Playing Fields AL3 5LJ  
Open to ALL ABILITIES in School Years 4-8  
https://forms.gle/rngoTw6vgQUi9BKs5  
 
Monday 12th April - Thursday 15th April  
9am - 4pm  
STAHS Playing Fields AL3 5LJ  
Open to ALL ABILITIES in School Years 4-8 
https://forms.gle/CEgSvEKbT6xai858A 
  
Multi-Sport Camp  
Tuesday 6th April - Friday 9th April 9am - 4pm  
STAHS Playing Fields AL3 5LJ  
Open to Girls of ALL ABILITIES in School Years 4-8  
https://forms.gle/cndy6Kdf62yzbZHL6  
 
If you have any queries or questions, please email hertsacademycoaching@gmail.com  

 
 

 

https://forms.gle/rngoTw6vgQUi9BKs5
https://forms.gle/CEgSvEKbT6xai858A
https://forms.gle/cndy6Kdf62yzbZHL6
mailto:hertsacademycoaching@gmail.com

