
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Earlier this week the nation said goodbye to Captain Sir Tom Moore.  A person who decided to start a 

random act of kindness by walking 100 laps of his garden to raise £1000 for NHS charities.  This act 

inspired the nation to get behind ‘Captain Tom’ helping him to raise nearly £33 million at a time where 

the world was stricken with a virus.    

We should be inspired by Captain Sir Tom Moore’s outlook on life and also by his words: 

 

“My message to the nation right now is, tomorrow will be a good day. We will get through this and 

come out of it stronger, more united and ready to face any challenge together” 

 

As we now complete week 5 of lockdown learning, I want you to realise what you have achieved over 

this time.  We do appreciate that working at home can be tough but we are grateful that everyone is 

working to ensure that our students continue with a routine and continue to learn. The students are 

working well in their structured day. However, I hope that you enjoyed the ‘Press Pause Day’ today 

and that it enabled us all to be creative and take a break from the screen. In next week NBS Now we 

will be highlighting some of the activities from this day.  

 

Finally, I would like conclude with another quote from Captain Sir Tom.   

I invite you to dream for this day and always be hopeful. Have a restful weekend and we have one 

more week of remote learning until half term.  Keep going and have ‘a lovely tomorrow’. 

 

“The sun will shine again; the birds will sing and we’ll all have a lovely day tomorrow.” 

 

God Bless and Stay Safe 

 

Declan Linnane 
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This week’s Lockdown Learning Challenge we were 

encouraged to do random acts of kindness for each other.  

Very poignant challenge especially with the passing of 

Captain Sir Tom who through his simple act of kindness 

made a significant difference to NHS charities.  We 

wanted to acknowledge some simple act of kindness in 

our own community. 

We heard that Paxton Dunne in 8L has been 

incredibly supportive to a family friend who 

was involved in a serious car accident which 

resulted in them suffering a number of 

strokes.  Paxton looked into how he could 

help assist his friend's recovery and 

discovered that by using a pen or pencil to 

colour or write, patients could improve 

muscle strength in their arms.  Quick to 

action, Paxton gifted his friend a colouring 

book. Paxton was happy to inform us that his 

friend is enjoying his new gift (please see the 

image opposite) and is now recovering well at 

home. We hope this story brightens your day 

and would like to congratulate Paxton on 

such a thoughtful act of kindness 

#NBSPROUD 

Sam Price In 7J has also carried out an act of 

kindness this week. He delivered a very special 

home cooked treat to his Nan (who sadly lost her 

husband a year ago), her favourite cake! 

This lovely act of kindness brought a smile to his 

Nan's face and Sam even made sure there was 

enough for the neighbours too. Well done Sam 

#NBSPROUD 



 

  
Continuing with this week’s baking theme is 

Alexander Guirguis in 8S who has cooked up 

a treat for his family.  We are sure that your 

family enjoyed your act of kindness, your 

cakes look delicious!  

#NBSPROUD 

We all like a cuppa!  

Especially when someone 

else makes it for us.  

Mary Coates in 7M 

decided to make her 

mum a cup of tea to show 

her appreciation. This 

simple act of kindness 

brightened her mum’s 

day up.  

#NBSPROUD 

Thank you to everyone 

who submitted a Random 

Act Of Kindness.  We 

have decided not to 

choose the best one but 

have awarded 50 House 

Points for everyone for 

their kind acts which 

help makes a better 

world. #NBSPROUD 



 

  

The Historical Association has launched two national competitions for secondary school 
students across all year groups: 
 

Write your own historical fiction competition 
 

Students can set their stories in any period or place in the past, with judges looking for things 
such as historical accuracy, a good plot and effective use of historical vocabulary. More 
information can be found at: 

CLICK HERE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Young Historian Awards 
 

The subjects for this competition cover a number of different categories including local 
history and the modern world. The purpose of this competition is for students to come up 
with their own questions, based on the topic of interest, following further reading and 
research. More information can be found at: 
 

CLICK HERE 
 
If you are interested in entering either of these competitions, please contact your history 
teacher who will be happy to offer help and advice.  
 

https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/categories/531/news/3451/write-your-own-historical-fiction-competition-2021
https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/categories/516/news/3689/young-historian-awards-2021-secondary-prizes


 

 

 

 

 

Beverley Madzimre - 11S. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The artist of the month for February is Beverley Madzimre in 11 S.  This spectacular triple portrait 
shows ‘three sides’ of her brother, Thomas. This large mixed media portrait was planned, designed 
and largely executed in lockdown last year, with Beverley working on it from March through to the 
Summer Term. During this time Beverley provided written notes, her own photographs, annotated 
thumb-nail sketches, a large number of compositional studies, colour studies and experimental work 
with a range of different techniques before embarking on the final piece. She came into school only 
once during this whole period and that was to collect a large piece of card on which to create the final 
piece. It is a freehand drawing and is decorated with magazine and newspaper cuttings, patterns and 
paint, some of which shows texture. This would be a challenging piece to complete in normal 
circumstances; but the fact that Beverley completed all this work ‘remotely’ is remarkable and shows 
a confident and independent work ethic. I am proud to say that the majority of art students across the 
school and particularly in KS4 and 5 share this work ethic.  

Well done to you all. 



 

  

 

 

 
The following article will make you hungry: 
Year 7 and 8 have been busy in their own kitchens learning how to make some tasty meals. 
Year 7 whipped up some amazing fajitas, while Year 8 produced some delicious looking 
hamburgers.  Ms Cumming commented “The quality from both year groups are 
unbelievable, they are indeed master chefs in the making.  I am very #NBSPROUD of my 
students”. 



 

 

 

  

STEM & Medical Sciences Work Experience 

Ages 12-18 | 'Live Online' or In-Person at UCL 

Hands-on, immersive career experiences now available in 8 STEM-related industries. 

Register now for a unique opportunity to work alongside experienced engineers, 

doctors, psychologists, vets and others this term. Students can choose to attend 

'Live Online' before Easter or in-person later in April. Our in-person events have strict 

COVID measures in place. 

 

CLICK HERE 
 

 

CAREERS NOW… 

INTERESTED IN WORKING IN A HOSPITAL 
 

Sign up to a ‘Virtual Ward Round’ Course.  The Ward Round Live course uses the 
latest live streaming technology to bring you into our simulated ward. Students will 
see real cases and can now talk with our patients. Students will discuss each case 
with their fellow students and NHS doctors in more details.  
 

Next available course:  
 
Ages:  15+ 
 
Next Date:15th February 2021 
  
Time: 10am – 4pm 
  
Link: https://educationprojects.co.uk/medical-projects/ward-round-live/  

https://investin.org/pages/stem?mc_cid=07eafa7e0a&mc_eid=935ff19f45
https://edu13.sprintsend.co.uk/b1/link.php?M=11365542&N=800&L=1286&F=H


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HSBC Foundation and Degree Apprenticeships will be going live within the upcoming National Apprenticeship 

Week (8th February 2021).  

These opportunities will be available on our UK Apprenticeships page.  

HSBC 2021 Work Experience opportunities are live now and students can apply via our Work Experience page. 
 

“A taste of success” bite-sized virtual events 

The Early Careers team at HSBC have created a series of bite-sized virtual events and supporting material, all 

designed with the aim of developing your soft skills. These are all geared to give confidence on current and future 
employment prospects, myth busting common recruitment misconceptions and target key employability skills to 

give you an advantage when looking for a career. 

Find Out More 

The webinars will all be free to attend, and will be hosted via Meet & Engage or Zoom. Please register in 

advance through the following links. Spaces are limited, and will be allocated on a first come, first serve basis.  

National Apprenticeship Week, exclusive virtual events: 

  
8th February at 6pm – 7pm - HSBC & You 

  
Uncovering the culture, benefits, mission and breadth of opportunities available at HSBC. 
  
10th February at 6pm – 7:30pm - Do I need a degree to enhance my career? 

  
An exploration of various career routes that are available, with an emphasis on what you need to consider when 
trying to choose the correct one for you. You will also get an opportunity to ask question to our panellists and 
hear their professional journey. 
  
You can register for both or either of these exclusive webinars via the following 
link: https://meetandengage.com/hsbcfutures 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hsbc.com/careers/students-and-graduates/student-opportunities/uk-apprenticeship
https://www.hsbc.com/careers/students-and-graduates/student-opportunities/uk-work-experience-programme
https://meetandengage.com/hsbcfutures


 

 

  

Parent Governor Election 
Would you like to become a Parent Governor? 

We are currently inviting self-nominations for one Parent Governor to join our Governing Body. If you would like 
to discuss this opportunity in more detail, please contact our Chair of Governors, Sue McLellen at 
mclellens@nbs.herts.sch.uk 
 

What is a parent governor? 
Parent governors are a core part of a school’s Governing Body.  The role is voluntary and will appeal to parents 
who want to make a positive impact on their child’s education and school life. The outcome is indirect, since the 
governor role has very little interaction with the pupils or with daily school life but is much more “behind the 
scenes”. The term of office for a parent governor is 4 years.  Parent Governors must have a child registered at the 
school on the date they are elected, but they do not have to resign their Governorship if their child subsequently 
leaves the school before the 4-year term of office is completed.  The term of office is subject to resignation or 
disqualification. 

For more details about the role of a Parent Governor at Nicholas Breakspear, please see the Governor Code of 
Conduct available on our website at:  https://nbs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Governor-Code-of-
Conduct-.pdf 

For an overview of the expectations of ‘Becoming a Parent Governor’ please see: 
https://www.nga.org.uk/Governance-Recruitment/Be-a-school-governor-or-trustee.aspx 

What do parent governors do? 

Parent governors bring their wealth of experience and knowledge, contributing to the successful running of their child’s 
school. Being a governor is a "hands off" role – decisions made by the board influence the whole school, but governors are 
not responsible for, or involved in, the day-to-day running of the school. The role is a necessary part of ensuring the good 
functioning of school leadership. Governors set the ethos of the school and drive for continuous improvement, and they 
also oversee financial performance and ensure money is well-spent.  

Interested?  Here’s how to self-nominate: 
All parents will receive a Parent Governor Self-Nomination Form via their ParentMail account, this needs to be completed 
before the deadline of Friday 19th February at 5pm.  Your nomination must be seconded by a parent of another pupil 

currently registered at the school and you will need to get their consent to add their contact details to your form.  You will 
also need to provide a short summary about yourself and why you want to become a Parent Governor (max 100 words) 
which will be published in the event of a ballot. 

What happens next? 
If there is more than one nomination, there will be a ballot and all parents will be invited to vote. 
The parent with the most votes will be duly elected to the Governing Body and will be contacted directly by our 
Chair of Governors, Sue McLellen and invited to participate in induction training.  All appointments to the 
Governing Body are subject to an enhanced DBS check under Keeping Children Safe in Education 2020 
regulations. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:mclellens@nbs.herts.sch.uk
https://nbs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Governor-Code-of-Conduct-.pdf
https://nbs.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Governor-Code-of-Conduct-.pdf
https://www.nga.org.uk/Governance-Recruitment/Be-a-school-governor-or-trustee.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

Each week we are acknowledging the fine efforts of 
our students during this difficult time. 
They have been identified as ‘NBS Lockdown 
Legends!’ 
Congratulations for all your hard work whilst 
working at home. 
Please click on the other link in this ParentMail for 
the names of these legends. 

With so many more people shopping online during the lockdown, we 
would really appreciate your help in raising funds for our school by 
signing up to the Giving Machine and selecting Nicholas Breakspear 
Catholic School as your cause.   There is NO COST to you and all funds 
raised go directly to buying much needed items for our school. 
 
We currently have 82 active givers, with 916 donations to date raising 
an amazing £788.04.  With limited ways in which we can raise vital 
funds under the present conditions, your help is so important to us 
during this challenging time and we truly appreciate every donation.   

 

 

 


